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Category/Department:  General
Published:  Wednesday, September 26, 1990
Sept. 8: President Violeta Barrios de Chamorro personally informed Lucia Cardenal, widow of
anti-Sandinista militant Jorge Salazar, that the government had ordered the immediate return
of her husband's coffee plantation to her control. Salazar was killed in a shoot-out in November
1980, and his lands confiscated by the Sandinista government. At the time of Salazar's death, then
government officials said he was killed 22 km. south of Managua. The coffeegrower was reported
to have been transporting weapons for the contras. The Superior Council of Private Enterprise
(COSEP) claimed that Sandinista security forces had "assassinated" Salazar because he was an
opposition political leader. The contras' most important regional units took Salazar's name, and
COSEP declared the man's birthday, Sept. 8, as the "Dia del Empresario Privado." Sept. 25: Daily
newspaper La Prensa reported that the government returned to former owners 16 enterprises
confiscated by the Sandinista regime in the first years of the revolution. President Barrios de
Chamorro said the return of the property was "an act of justice," and that none of the 16 pertained
to persons linked to the Somoza dictatorship. Among the first enterprises returned to former owners
are the Embotelladora Milca, International Wire Corporation de Centroamerica (INTERCASA),
Distribuidora Datsun, Cereales de Centroamerica (CERSA), Cosmeticos de Centroamerica and
Quimica Borden. Other companies that are now in former owners' hands follow: Jaboneria Prego,
Industrias Luna, Industrias El Caracol, Distribuidoras de Automoviles y Accesorios Gallo y Villa,
and Inversiones y Raices. (Basic data from ACAN-EFE, 09/09/90; AFP, 09/25/90)
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